Child Exploitation Screening Tool 
A common feature of CSE and CCE is that the child or young person does not recognise the coercive nature of the relationship and does not see themselves as a victim of exploitation. Many sexually and or criminally exploited children have difficulty distinguishing between their own choices and the sexual and or criminal activities they are coerced into. 
CCE Vulnerability Factors
· If a child or young person is looked after, has learning disabilities, substance misuse issues, or mental health problems.
· If there is neglect/abuse, exposure to or experience of violence, parental substance misuse, mental health and domestic abuse, poverty, lack of a positive relationship with a protective and nurturing adult, homelessness or insecure accommodation status
· If the child or young person is exposed to other children and young people who are known to be exploited, or exposed to or experiencing peer on peer abuse
· If the child or young person has been excluded from school and is not in education, training or employment, or is exposed to or has experienced violent crime.
· If the child or young person has been exposed to or has experienced violent crime or lived in a deprived neighbourhood.
CSE Vulnerability Factors

· Live in a chaotic or dysfunctional household and /or in a family with a history of abuse 
· Have suffered recent bereavement or loss.

· Gang association either through relatives, peers or intimate relationships 

· Attend school or are friends with young people who are sexually exploited.

· Unsure about their sexual orientation or unable to disclose sexual orientation to their families.

· Lack friends from the same age group, being a young carer or having learning disabilities
· Live in a gang neighbourhood, in residential care, in hostel, bed and breakfast accommodation or a foyer or being homeless
· Low self-esteem or self-confidence.

· Have been trafficked, either into or within the UK
The following risk assessment tool has been adapted by Hounslow MACE partnership.

Child Sexual and Criminal Exploitation Risk Assessment  
	CATEGORY
	Descriptive factors
	Risk level 
	Score

	S
SEXUAL HEALTH
SEXUALISED BEHAVIOUR AND RISK TAKING

OTHER


	· Good sexual health

· Sexual transmitted diseases (STIs)
· STIs miscarriages, terminations

· Multiple STIs miscarriages and terminations

_________________________________________________
· Age appropriate relationships, normal attire, safe use of social media

· Overt sexualised attire, meeting adults via internet.

· Entering or leaving vehicles/cars with unknown adults.
· Disclosure of a sexual or physical assault, followed by withdrawal of the allegation.
· Clipping (offering sex then running upon payment)

If not stated above___________________________
	0

1

2

3

0

1

2

3

3


	

	A

ABSENT FROM EDUCATION 

 ATTENDANCE (EDUCATION / TRAINING)
OTHER


	· Good school attendance
· Unexplained absences from, or not engaged in school, college, training, or work/ truanting 
· Non-school attender – excluded 
· Frequent missing episodes and being found out of area

· Returned from missing episodes with injuries, or dishevelled appearance.

· Abduction or forced imprisonment.

If not stated above___________________________
	0

1

2

3

3
	

	F

FAMILIAL ABUSE
AND / OR
PROBLEMS AT HOME
OTHER


	· Very supportive, loving caring home.

· Parental concerns/ Breakdown in family relationships

· Domestic violence and/or high levels of family conflict 
· Increasingly disruptive, hostile or physically aggressive at home or school, including the use of sexualised language and language in relation to drug dealing and/or violence
· Highly abusive and/or pro-criminal familiar environment
If not stated above___________________________
	0
1

2

2

3
	

	E

EMOTIONAL HEALTH AND PHYSICAL CONDITION
OTHER


	· Positive self-image and self esteem

· Expressions around invincibility or not caring about what happens to them
· Poor self-image, self-harm (cutting, overdose, eating disorder, sexualised risk taking) 

· Chronic low self-esteem, self-harm, bullying, violent outbursts, offending behaviour 
· Change in behaviour, ie more secretive, withdrawn, or isolated from peers, or not mixing with usual friends. Self-harm or significant changes in emotional well-being
If not stated above___________________________
	0
1

2

2

3


	

	G 
GANGS AND GROUPS / ASSOCIATIONS

COERCION CONTROL

OTHER


	· All associations known to parents/carers
· Associating with unknown adults and/or other sexually exploited children/young people

· Extensive use of phone (esp. at night), access to premises not known to carer, seen in locations of concern for exploitation, reports from reliable sources suggesting involvement in CSE

· Reports of being taken to parties, people’s houses, unknown areas, hotels, nightclubs, takeaways or out of area by unknown adults.
· Fear of reprisal from gang members or violence from young people or adults
· Picked up in locations of concern for exploitation or in premises not known to parent/carer

· Been found out of area when missing, or being arrested out of area — especially for drug related offences.
If not stated above___________________________
_________________________________________________
· Frequent contact with family and friends

· Reduced contact with family and friends

· New peer groups and/or relationships.
· Limited contact with family/friends, disclosure/withdrawal of allegation of assault, external/internal physical injuries
·  Having multiple mobile phones, sim cards or use of a phone that causes concern eg multiple callers or more texts/pings than usual.
· Relationships with controlling or older individuals or groups.
· Abduction and forced imprisonment (locked in), no contact with family/friends, no contact with support systems, physical injuries


	0
1

2

2

2

3

3

0

1

1

2

3

3

3


	

	U

USE OF TECHNOLOGY
 AND 
SEXUAL BULLYING

OTHER


	· Appropriate use of mobile and social media

· Making video recordings, using dating chat rooms / forums, circulating images and images being shown.

· Threatened and/or blackmailed through media and images being shown.

· Actively making and circulating sexual images.

If not stated above___________________________
	0

1
2

3
	

	A

ALCOHOL AND DRUG MUSUSE
OTHER


	· No use of drugs/alcohol

· Experimenting with alcohol/drugs
· Increasing use of drugs or alcohol.
· Chronic drug dependency particularly crack/heroin
· Found with large quantities of drugs or weapons.
· Found with drugs inside rectum or vagina.
If not stated above___________________________
	0
1

2

3

3

3
	

	R

RECEIPT OF UNEXPLAINED GIFTS AND MONEY / REWARDS
OTHER


	· Limited income from known sources

· Unaccounted for monies and/or goods

· Increased interest in making money.
· Possession of hotel keys/cards, or keys to unknown premises
· Receiving rewards of money or goods for introducing peers.
· Unexplained amounts of money, mobile phones, credit, clothing, jewellery, new haircuts or other items and gifts.
· Substantial unaccounted for monies/good, especially mobile phones/jewellery clothes
If not stated above___________________________
	0
1

1

2

2

2

3
	

	D

DISTRUST -
RUNNING AWAY
NON ENGAGEMENT
OTHER


	· Adheres to curfew 

· Agencies unable to engage with the child or young person.
· Regularly returns home late or goes out without permission

· Increase of referrals to agencies for other known peers.
· Stays out overnight, goes missing regularly, repeated placement breakdowns. 

· Persistently going missing, pattern of street homelessness.
If not stated above___________________________
	0

1

1

1

2

3


	


What form of Exploitation is child experiencing

	Child Sexual Exploitation 
	

	Child Criminal Exploitation 
	


Please tick any other forms of harm the child is experiencing. Tick multiple if applicable 
	Trafficking 
	
	Missing 
	

	Harmful sexual behaviour 
	
	Gangs 
	


Name of child / Young person…………………………Total Score……………..........
Low Risk 

= 1-11 

Medium Risk
= 12-22

High Risk

= 23-33


Action to be taken
Score 1-11
This constitutes a child who is at LOW RISK of sexual and/or criminal exploitation but who may be at risk of being groomed for exploitation 

(A plan for focused early intervention and diversion should be made to safeguard and enable the child to protect themselves, to recognise and avoid risky behaviours and people and to engage in positive activities and relationships) 
Score 12-22
The child / young person is at MEDIUM RISK and may be being targeted for opportunistic abuse through the exchange of sex and/or criminality for drugs, accommodation, (over night stays) and goods etc. The likelihood of coercion and control is significant. Consider with your manager whether the threshold is met to:
1. Complete an 87a Referral to the police

2. Convene a multi-agency strategy discussion and/or meeting 
Score 23-33
The child / young person is at HIGH RISK. Exploitation is likely to be habitual, often self-denied and coercion and control is implicit. 

1. Complete an 87a Referral to the police

2. Convene Multi Agency Strategy Meeting to share and clarify information, 
3. Develop a safeguarding and support plan for the child and parent/carer as per London Child Procedures Safeguarding 

4. Complete Safety Plan 
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Professional Judgement / Analysis of Scoring:














